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are all very similar in value. However, when a distribution is very asymmetrical, the mean, the median, and 
the mode are different. In asymmetrical distributions, the mean is “pulled” toward the distribution’s longer 
tail. This fact is illustrated by the asymmetrical graph in Figure 2.2.
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  Figure 2.2   � A Bar Graph of Symmetrical Data (Correct Answers) and a Bar Graph of Negatively 
Skewed Data (Classes Attended)

	 8.	 What measure of central tendency should be used when a distribution of scores 
measured on the interval or ratio scale of measurement is skewed?

a.	 Mean

b.	 Median

c.	 Mode

	 9.	 When a distribution of scores is skewed, the median and the mean will be similar.

a.	 True

b.	 False

COMPUTING THE MEAN

To compute the mean of the following sample of scores, you would add up the scores and then divide 
by the number of scores. If you do these calculations, you will find that the mean is 73:

100, 70, 80, 90, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90, 40
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